
Front row seat
Observe world-famous regattas and rowing races from the 
comfort of your waterside idyll on the Thames

Words: Cheryl Markosky



South Quay Plaza

Survey the London Hong Kong Dragon Boat 
Festival, Great Britain v France J16 rowing match 
and Twilight Sailing on Wednesday evenings over 
the summer from one of the tallest residential 
towers in the world. Designed by Foster + Partners, 
Berkeley Homes offers the best vantage point in 
the capital from its club lounge and terrace on the 
56th floor. A £1.5 million, three-bed apartment 
with views of the Thames is for sale through JLL.

£1.5 million
southquayplaza.london

“You don’t realise how popular you are as a 
Thames-side homeowner until Henley, The Boat 
Race and other events come along,” says Russell 
Day of Riverhomes. 

Waterway properties are rare, making them 
not only liquid assets – Knight Frank reveals that 
a riverside home attracts a 74 percent premium 
– but superb entertaining spaces for wannabe-
sailors cheering on the beefiest crews and sleekest 
crafts at shorefront gatherings.

Activities on the water are something people 
buy into, Russell explains. “And if you’re lucky 
enough to own a residence where gardens run 
down to the bank, you can drop a kayak into the 
water and be part of nautical culture yourself.”

SMART LIVING
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Queen’s Wharf

Root for the ‘blues’ at the world famous varsity 
Boat Race that pushes past this 163-unit 
FABRICA and Mount Anvil scheme, overlooking 
Hammersmith Bridge and the Surrey Bend. It 
also incorporates Riverside Studios – originally 
the home of Doctor Who – with three brand-new 
studios, cinema, café and restaurant.

From £1.15 million
queenswharf.co.uk
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Petersham Road

The Great River Race – London’s river marathon 
attracting 330 crews from around the globe – 
winds round from the Docklands to Ham on 
September 9th. A Grade-II listed, built circa 
1727 and bursting with period features such as 
fireplaces, sash hung windows and tall ceilings 
has direct river access from the garden. And 
it offers a shore-side position where you can 
applaud boaters in fancy dress and colourful 
make-up rowing past what’s described as a less 
po-faced version of the Boat Race.

£3.85 million
hamptons.co.uk

Reve House

It’s the 175th anniversary of Reading Amateur 
Regatta on the reach above Caversham Lock on 
June 10 and 11. Where better to witness the bank 
umpiring than from multiple balconies of a five-
bed, New England-style house with a Marazzi 
kitchen, handmade windows and doors, and 
3D cinema and SONOS sound system along the 
two-lane course. A watery plus is that you’re only 
minutes from Henley Royal Regatta.

£3.5 million
knightfrank.com
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MS Mouette

Wolfgang Steck, outgoing owner of the Mouette 
– a 34-metre houseboat built in Germany in the 
1930s – is lucky to be moored at the finish line 
of the Doggett’s Coat and Badge Race, the oldest 
rowing race in the world. His whitewashed gem 
at Cadogan Pier in Chelsea has many original 
Art Deco features, including wooden panelling, 
handles, the original ticket office and the 
wheelhouse serving as an office.

£450,000
riverhomes.co.uk
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