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Owner ’s s tor y

Family matters

Having family on hand was key 
to George and Betty Hopper’s 

decision to sell their detached 
house in Sidcup and move to 
Keyes Lodge in Dartford.

“It’s fantastic being so close to 
our two daughters, who both 
live nearby,” George points out. 
“They’re very happy we’ve made 
the move, as it makes it much 
easier for them to pop in any 
time.”

He adds that the couple see far 
more of their offspring now, 
as well as their five, grown up 
grandchildren, also living in the 
vicinity. “It’s been great seeing 
so much more of them and 
also knowing they’ll be there to 
support us as we get older.”

It seems the Hoppers have got 
the balance right living adjacent 
to their family, while making 
Keyes Lodge their new abode. 

As well as getting 
to see their relatives 
frequently, George and 
Betty are also becoming 
acquainted with their new 
neighbours. 

Research by the Royal Voluntary 
Service reveals that 10% of older 
people are an hour’s drive (40 
miles plus) from their nearest 
child and 82% of children have 
moved away from their parents 
for work reasons. 

Mark Hitchcock, Lodge Manager 
of Keyes Lodge, is witnessing a 
number of Owners moving to 
this location to be closer to their 
families. 

He observes that one Owner 
from Farnham, is now only 20 
minutes away from her family. 
“Before she had to make a 
90-minute drive to see them.”

There’s a fairly even split between 
children coming over to Keyes 
Lodge to call on their parents and 
Owners visiting relatives in the 
area, according to Mark. 

Downsizers choosing to be within 
a stone’s throw of their family 
can become a big part of their 
grandchildren’s lives, available 
to help their children with their 
children and have a solid, social 
network. 

According to Age UK, nearly a 
third (3.6 million) of people over 
65 live alone, while one in 10 
(1.2 million) are ageing without 
children.

But there are alternatives 
if you are on your 

own, suggests Mark, 
who’s discovered 
that a number of 
Owners are looking 
to downsize and 

live with like-minded 
people, forming their 

own “new families”.

Betty and George enjoy regular 
film afternoons and coffee 
mornings in the Owners’ Lounge 
at Keyes Lodge. “There are 
always lots of people to talk to,” 
says George. “We’ve made new 
friends and feel happy here.”

Whether you can pop round and 
easily see your biological family, 
or enjoy spending time with your 
“new Churchill family”, having 
strong connections with others is 
vital to health and happiness in 
your later years.

With Churchill it’s more than 
just a retirement apartment. 
There’s always something 
going on so you can join in as 
much or as little as you like.

■  To find out more about Keyes Lodge, Dartford 
call 01322 771513 today or visit churchillretirement.co.uk/keyes-lodge
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