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Hotspots
St. Kitts
Brimstone Hill  Fortress 
If  you’re going to see one historic landmark  
on St. Kitts, make sure it’s Brimstone 
Hill. You won’t be disappointed by this 
remarkable UNESCO World Heritage site, 
dating back to 1690. With its imposing 
stone battlements, formidable-looking 
cannons, and quarters that once housed 
1,000 British officers and their families, 
the fort towers over and once defended 
the island’s western shoreline. Open daily 
from 9:30am-5:30pm, except Christmas Day 
and Good Friday. US$10, children half  price. 
brimstonehillfortress.org

Wingfield Estate 
Discover how sugar’s transformed into 
rum at the oldest surviving rum distillery 
in the Caribbean, on the island’s first 
working estate. Built in 1625, it’s next  
to Romney Manor, home of  Caribelle 
Batik – terrific for vibrant souvenirs. 
Monday to Friday, 8:30am-4pm. 
caribellebatikstkitts.com

Independence Square 
Originally known as Pall Mall, until the 
Federation declared autonomy, the Union 
Jack-shaped square has an Italian-style 
fountain. Also, check out the Berkeley 
Memorial Clock Tower off  the Circus – 
named after Piccadilly Circus, naturally.

National  Museum 
Examine St. Kitts’s past at the museum 
in Basseterre’s old Treasury Building – 
erected in the 19th century from volcanic 
stone. As well as learning about the Carib 
Indians and the island’s colonial heritage, 
find out how St. Kitts and Nevis became 
independent in 1983. stkittsheritage.com

The islands are awash with heritage. Here are  
the best ‘must-see’ sites BY CHERYL MARKOSKY

HISTORIC

It  Happened Here...  
£  BLOODY POINT, NORTHWEST  
OF BASSETERRE 
So much blood was spilled after British 
and French troops killed 2,000 Carib 
Indians in 1626, it ran for three days.
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Nevis
Hamilton  House 
Devotees of  the phenomenally successful 
musical can uncover more about Alexander 
Hamilton, one of  America’s Founding 
Fathers, in a newly renovated stone and 
wooden building on the site where he was 
born in 1757. Next door is the Museum 
of  Nevis History, and aficionados of  Lord 
Horatio Nelson – the great British naval 
admiral – can get their fix at the Horatio 
Nelson Museum in nearby Bath Plain.

New  River Estate 
Nevis had its own industrial revolution of  
sorts when the old sugar mill – dating back 
to the early 1720s and originally powered 
by animals – was converted to steam at 
New River on the island’s east coast.  
Walk around the ancient stone buildings 
and engine equipment, and then stroll 
further down towards the sea to check  
out neighbouring Coconut Walk’s old 
windmill and stone lime kiln.

Bath  Hotel  and  Hot  Springs 
A double whammy, with a dip in healing 
waters that get up to 108F, followed by  
a glimpse of  the 18th-century Bath Hotel 
on the edge of  Charlestown. Once a 
playground for the rich and famous,  
you’ll understand why Samuel Taylor 
Coleridge and the Duke of  Clarence  
came to eat, drink – and relax in the 
soothing steamy stream.

Eden Browne Estate 
Everybody loves a good tale, and there’s 
none better than the legend of  the 1822 
duel between John Huggins and Walter 
Maynard at Eden Browne Estate. A quarrel 
broke out when the two families gathered 
to celebrate the upcoming marriage of  
Julia (John’s sister) and Walter. It’s believed 
that John shot Walter and the ghost of  
distraught and grieving Julia – known as 
‘the lady in white’ – haunts Eden Browne’s 
abandoned Great House to this day. 
   After your ghostly experience, head for 
Esme’s Sunrise Snackette next door for a 
fortifying ‘Ting with a Sting’ – Mount Gay 
rum and Ting.
For more information on historic Nevis sites:  
nevisisland.com/historical-sites-landmarks

It  Happened Here...  
£  MONTPELIER PLANTATION INN, 
NEVIS In 1787, Lord Nelson married 
Fanny Nisbet here. And upping the 
celebrity ante, Princess Diana and her 
young princes stayed at this historic 
hideaway in 1992. It still has plenty  
of right royal charm.
£  COTTLE CHURCH, NEVIS   
This romantic, roofless ruin of a  
church, built in the 1820s, was the  
first place of worship on the island  
to welcome everyone – including 
slaves – and is now a symbol of the 
island’s conviviality.
£  NELSON’S LOOKOUT, SOUTHEAST 
NEVIS An easy hike up to the spot 
where Lord Horatio Nelson’s men once 
kept an eye out for French warships 
from Martinique or Guadeloupe.
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A merican Founding Father Alexander 
Hamilton has become a global 
phenomenon, thanks to Lin-Manuel  

Miranda’s multi-award-winning hip-hop  
musical. Hamilton has conquered Broadway, 
Chicago and London’s West End, and is 
reportedly eyeing Australia and Germany 
next. As Hamilton’s prologue predicts: 
“The world’s gonna know your name”.
    Though an American story, the show 
is universally resonant – with its orphan-
turned-revolutionary hero, and reflections 
on everything from leadership and national 
identity to love, legacy and parenthood. 
    Key to its accessibility is Miranda’s 
inspired choice to tell an 18th-century yarn 
through hip-hop. Hamilton’s origin story, 
he argues, is like that of  a contemporary, 
immigrant rapper: he writes his way out, 
turning struggle into success. 
    That parallel extends to the casting,  
with actors of  colour playing the lead  
roles – so Hamilton is revolutionary not  
just in subject, but as theatre. It’s made 
history “cool” to a whole new generation, 
and the Rockefeller Foundation has 
generously subsidised thousands of  tickets 
for public school students. 

    

The show’s also raised much-needed funds 
for Miranda’s native Puerto Rico following 
the devastation of  Hurricane Maria. Apt, 
as Hamilton’s talents were discovered when 
he wrote about the hurricane that struck 
St. Croix in 1772; subsequently, community 
leaders paid for him to be educated in the 
American colonies. 
    A new exhibition celebrating Hamilton 
recently opened in Chicago. But real 
aficionados should head to Nevis, where 
Hamilton was born – out of  wedlock –  
in the capital Charlestown in 1757; his 
parents first met on St. Kitts. 

    Thanks to Hamilton fever, Nevis’s 
dedicated exhibition has been granted 
its own premises in Hamilton House – a 
newly converted period building beside the 
island’s existing Museum of  Nevis History.
   In the museum, which is being organised 
by a visiting curator, visitors can walk  
in Hamilton’s footsteps and discover  
more about this astonishing man’s life.  
It offers key insights into the formation  
of  Hamilton’s psychology – for example, 
his abolitionist stance was certainly shaped 
by his Caribbean childhood.
   Even better, entry to this shrine to  
the man on the American $10 bill is  
only $5. Legacy, explains Miranda’s 
Hamilton, is “planting seeds in a garden 
you never get to see”. On Nevis, that 
garden is now in full bloom.

Hamilton Visiting the great man’s 
native Nevis is a must  

for fans of the hit 
musical BY MARIANKA SWAIN
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FIVE FACTS ABOUT 
THE REAL HAMILTON

1 After emigrating to America in 1772, 
Alexander Hamilton studied law at 

King’s College in New York.

2In 1789, he was appointed the first US 
Treasury Secretary. While in post he 

founded lasting institutions including a 
central bank – the forerunner of today’s 
Fed – the US Mint, the US Coast Guard, 

and the New York Post newspaper.

3 During the Revolutionary War, he 
became General George Washington’s 

right-hand man – and played a vital part 
in the decisive victory at Yorktown.

4 He was the lead author of The 
Federalist Papers, arguing for  

legislative checks and balances, and  
an independent judiciary.

5Hamilton was killed in a duel by rival 
Aaron Burr on July 11, 1804.

“The lady in white 
haunts Eden Browne 

 Estate to this day”

Alexander
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